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they had boon bitten by its dogmatic temper, they
would have declared the compact of union violated,
and all British citizens free to resume their natural
rights, Not even the bitter virulence of faction at
that time could tempt any politician to take up such
a line, though within half a dozen years each of the
democratic factions in France had worked at the over-
throw of every other in turn, on the very principle
which Rousseau had formulated and Robespierre had
made familiar, that usurped authority is a valid reason
for annihilating a government, no matter under what
circumstances, nor how small the chance of replacing
it by a better, nor how enormous the peril to the
national well-being in the process. The true opposite
to BO anarchic a doctrine is assuredly not that of
passive obedience either to chamber or monarch, but
the right and duty of throwing off any government
which inflicts more disadvantages than it confers
advantages, Rousseau's whole theory tends inevit-
ably to substitute a long series of struggles after
phrases and shadows In the new era, for the equally
futile and equally bloody wars of dynastic succession
which have been the great curse of the old. Men die
for a phrase as they used to die for a family. The
other theory, which all English politicians accept in
their hearts, and so many commanding French politi-
cian* have seamed in their hearts to reject, was first
expounded in direct view of Rousseau's teaching by
Paltry*1 Of course the greatest, widest, and loftiest
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